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This is really a compilation of different tips and tricks Gwinnett has developed over the last few years to make working with SASI in a large district more manageable. These tips may reference what was presented in the past at GSIS on “Tips, Tricks, and Utilities for SASIxp District Users”. That document is still available for download on the GSIS website.

Though most of these tips and tricks were designed for dealing with large amounts of data, smaller school district may still find the information helpful. 

This presentation covers four separate areas. Each of these is described in a separate document. Refer to the specific documents for additional details on steps and processes. The key points for each topic are highlighted below.

Using Attendance Aggregation at the District Level

· This processes “flattens” the daily and period attendance files (AATD and AATP) into a file without arrays. This makes the file MUCH easier to query and export.

· Since SASI doesn’t innately provide a way to easily track attendance during the year as students transfer, this process allows districts to see the complete attendance information for all students.

· Exporting this information along with student demographic data from SASI and importing it into a database such as Access allows for powerful reporting and tracking.

Basic SASIxp Export Using Import/Export (and working with exported data)
· Using SASI’s Import/Export process is a very efficient method of getting data into and out of SASI. 

· Exports can easily produce aggregated data for the district.

· Exports (and imports, if desired) can be run from the task servers as part of the nightly process.

· Exported files can be imported into Microsoft Access. Reports and edits can then be run on the data.

An Alternative to the Normal SASIxp Upgrade Process

(Using Batch files to Upgrade SASIxp)

· The normal Pearson upgrade process is compiled and streamlined into a shorter, less redundant sequence of steps.

· It requires a great deal of preparation but is worth it in the long run. 

· It reduces the chances of errors during the upgrade.
· The actual “down” time for the school sites is much shorter when the final upgrade process begins. 
Using SQL Server to Aggregate and Query SASI Data

(There is no separate document for this section.)

· Your district can still be using SASI on dBaseIV and use SQL server to aggregate data.

· Aggregating data through SQL DTS (Data Transformation Services) is MUCH faster that using SASI’s consolidation process. 

· Querying aggregated data in SQL is MUCH faster than Access

· DTS packages can be saved and run unattended at a specified schedule.
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