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Note: This is not designed to be a complete explanation of Import/Export. This only shows how the process can be set up to export basic ASTU data. The Import/Export process in SASI is a very powerful and useful feature of the application. Try to spend some time learning what it can do.

The steps are shown in the order in which they should be done. 

External File Definition
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External Field Definition
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Map
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Map Field
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Map Group

The source and destination paths must be changed to match the settings for your data. Keep in mind that if you intend to run this from the task server, the paths must be set up as the task server would “see” them. In other words, be careful of using drive letters. If you want to be able to run the export from either the district server or task server any time, use a UNC path. 
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Maps In Group
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The resulting file, nyrexp.csv, can then be imported into Microsoft Access.

After creating the SASIxp mappings

Once the basic setup has been done, the export can be set up to run by the task servers each night during the overnight process. This simply requires modification of the taskserv.ini file. A sample taskserv.ini file is included below.

; This file should be in the same directory as TaskServer

; application

; List the application that will be launched by this Task Server

[ExternalApps]

App1 = nyrexp

; Details about each of the above mentioned applications

[nyrexp]

Name = ImpExp.exe

;name of the application

WaitTillAppDone = TRUE

;should the TS wait until app is done

Parm = SASIXPUSER=SASI SASIXPPWD=sasi group=nyrexp ;information to be passed to app as a parm

SupplyLoginInfo = True 

;should SASIxp user ID and Pwd be passed to app as first two parms

LaunchWhen = BeforeDownload 
;can be BeforeUpdateDst, BeforeDownload,; AfterDownload



            
;BeforeUpload
The settings above will cause the nyrexp Map Group to run after the ADST update has been completed by task 1 and before any downloads occur.

Another alternative to using the task servers to run the export is to create a simple batch file. The batch must be placed in the root of the district SASIxp folder. A scheduler process could be used to run the batch file on a specified time and date or it could be run manually at any time. Using a batch file simply eliminates the need to launch SASIxp to run the export.

Below is an example of a basic one line batch file.

F:\SASIXP\IMPEXP.EXE "SASIXPUSER=sasi SASIXPPWD=sasi group=nyrexp"

Again keep in mind that the drive letter in the batch file must match the drive letter of the machine running the file. This should be mapped to the SASIxp installation. 

SASIXPUSER=  references the user ID in SASI that will be used to launch the Map Group.  Make sure this user has rights to the files and fields exported.

SASIXPPWD=  references the password of the user.

group=  is the name of the Map Group that will be launched.

Other Ways to Export Data

Some files, such as ADST, have data that can only be exported through Query.  Since some array data in ADST are year specific, using query allows you to specify which “year” of data to export. Using SASI’s Import/Export will only export array data for the year specified in District Control. The following query can be used to export basic student information in ADST for import into Access.

EXPORT ADST tg id ln fn gr sc staschool[4] stagrade[4]  ld lv

The brackets represent the “bucket” in the array for a specific year. [4] is for 2004. [5] will be for 2005, and so forth. 

After Exporting

Once you have exported data, the information can then be imported into Microsoft Access. Once the database has been created, keep the same tables each time. Just delete the records and refresh the tables when necessary. Queries and reports created based on information in the tables can be run any time the data are refreshed to generate new results.  

GCPS has developed some basic queries on aggregated ASTU data to use as “edits”. Some of the things we check include:

· Invalid grade levels

· Bad enter dates in new year after Initial Rollover

· Enter code/date and status mismatches (No Shows with enter dates or students with no enter dates who are not No Shows)

· Cross year data checks before final rollover

GCPS also uses the aggregated data for producing quick reports. Some examples include:

· Comparing actual enrollment counts with projections for schools

· Reporting on student absences for the district by student or school

· Free Meals percentage reports sorted by highest percent schools
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