Transcript Exchange and the 2007
HOPE Scholarship Grade Point
Average Calculation

Helping Students Plan, Apply, and Pay for College
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Session Overview

Y
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Topics in Today’s Session:

« Background — why and how is HOPE changing in 20077
 Timeline — what has already been done?

* Main steps in the Transcript Exchange process

» School profile screens

e Transcript Exchange implementation plan

 What is the extract software and how is it used?

e Question and Answer session



why the HOPE GPA Calculation
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Method Was Changed college

 Single Digit Revenue Growth — Double Digit Program
Growth

 Joint Study Commission — 2003

« HB 1325 — 2004

« HOPE Changes: Fee Cap; Hour Cap; Spring Checkpoint;
Triggers; New GPA Calculation Method



Statutory Change: 820-2-157
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O.C.G.A. — What it Requires college

* New Uniform Reporting System for HOPE — Effective May
1, 2007

* Public and Private High Schools Must Submit Electronic
Transcripts and Other Information as Determined by GSFC

 GSFC Will Use this Data to Determine Student Eligibility for
the HOPE Scholarship

 GPA Will Include all Attempted Coursework in “Core
Academic Areas” of English, Mathematics, Science, Social
Studies and Foreign Language



Statutory Change: 820-2-157
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O.C.G.A. — What it Requires college

* Reported Grades are Un-weighted — and, for Purposes of
the HOPE GPA, only Advanced Placement (AP) and
International Baccalaureate (IB) Courses will be Weighted

A 4.0 Scale will be Used for the Grade Point Average
Calculation — This Means that No Grade May be Greater
than 4.0

 Numeric Grades will no Longer be Used to Determine
HOPE Eligibility

» Scholarship Standards will be 3.0 for College Preparatory
Students and 3.2 for Other Tracks — No Change in This



How the New Method Differs from
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the Old Method college

HOPE GPA Calculation and Eligibility for Scholarship -- Current Method Versus 2007 Method

Current Method 2007 Method®
High School Reports to GSFC Student GPAs Only A Complete Transcript with Course History
HOPE Grade Eligibility Determined By Local High School Georgia Student Finance Commission
Nominal Standard for Eligibility
College Preparatory 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or 80 on a numerical scale 3.0 on a true 4.0 scale — no numerical standard
Other Diploma Types 3.2 ona 4.0 scale or 85 on a numerical scale 3.2 on a true 4.0 scale - no numerical standard
Academic Credits Counted in Calculation
English 4 Highest Graded Credits All Credits Attempted
Mathematics 4 Highest Graded Credits All Credits Attempted
Science 3 Highest Graded Credits All Credits Attempied
Social Studies 3 Highest Graded Credits All Credits Attempted
Foreign Language (College Prep Only) 2 Highest Graded Credits All Credits Attempted
Courses Weighted in GPA Calculation Any May be Weighted (Local Discretion) Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate Only
Weighting Done By Local High School or School System Georgia Student Finance Commission
Value of Weights Locally Determined Uniform Across the State

*Applies to all Georgia High School Graduates who Begin Their College Careers on or After May 1, 2007, Regardless of Previous Eligibility Determinations
Those Enrolled and Attending a College Prior to May 1, 2007 are Subject to the Current High School Eligibility Standard

The Statute Governing this Process, §20-2-157 O.C.G.A., May be Viewed at: http://www.legis.state.ga.us//cgi-bin/gl_codes_detail .pl?code=20-2-157



Our Problem: What the New Method
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Requires of GSFC college

« GSFC No Longer Collects Summary GPAs — It Must
Collect Raw Transcript Data and Grading Schemes

e GSFC Must Define and Standardize the Elements and the
Process for Determining Eligibility

e Data Must be Collected Twice Annually from all High
Schools for HOPE



Our Problem: What the New Method
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Requires of GSFC college

« Approximately 620 High Schools in Georgia — Private
Schools Plus High Schools in 180 Public School Systems

* 56 Unique Grading Scales Identified in Public High Schools
« 38 Different SIS Packages in Use Statewide
« Among Georgia High Schools:

« 198 Running SASIXp

* 49 Running Powerschool

e 71 Running Schoolmax

e Some Schools with Homegrown SIS’s

e Some Private Schools with No SIS!



HOPE Scholarship GPA & Transcript
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Exchange Timeline college

Planning & Awareness Beta Testing Statewide Deployment System Live

Apr 04 Feb 05 Aug 05 Nov 05 Through 2006: Installation and
HB 1325 GAcollege411 Transcript  Presentations Training with 600+ Local
Signed Jun 04 Initial Launch Coordinator to GSCA, Schools in Georgia
Into Law Selection of Jun 05 Hired GaETC, etc.
'IE'rar;]scriptTh A «Completion of
Xchange Ihroug Transcript
GAcollege411 as Exchang%, GPA Jan 06 Feb 07 Jun 07
Method for Course Calculation Data eData Screen Preliminary Final 2007
& Grade Data Model Construction HOPE GPA HOPE GPA
Collection Ea -Beta Site Testing Calculation  Calculation
May 04 Constr_uction & Beta «Distribution of
Selection Underway Extracts to Schools
Schools . .
Notified of *Detailed Training «IT Training
New GPA on GSFC Plan for
Calculation Schqol Counselors
Requirement Begins
and Other May 05
Changes to Survey of
HOPE Georgia
Schools’
Grading Scale,
Weighting
Indicator &
Related
Information Due




The Solution: GAcollege41l and the
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Transcript Exchange Process college

« The GSFC Mission is to Increase Postsecondary
Participation for Georgians

* Providing College and Career Information has Always been
a Vital Part of that Mission

 GAcollege411.org Provides that Information, as Well as
Other Tools for Planning, Applying and Paying for College

* It also Provides a Mechanism for Sending High School
Transcripts to Postsecondary Institutions, While at the
Same Time Providing a Mechanism for Capturing the Data
Needed for the HOPE GPA Calculation




