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I. HISTORY:

Initial discussions took place through our PowerSchool Users group meetings and through our listserve.

(Previously with Gilmer County, moving to Yahoo so there will be a history of discussions)  

PLEASE JOIN:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gapsug    As of 2/9/08 —16 members 

Goal:  To develop the standards into an importable file; to develop a standards- based report card; and to beta test the results utilizing the resources within the group rather than contracting out the service so that all current and future PowerSchool Districts throughout Georgia can benefit without the burden that consultants would cost.

Through the efforts of Pearson representatives, Jon Mark and Tom, all interested User Group members and their district curriculum representatives met at The Walker School in Marietta to take a look at what would be involved as well as what the needs would be.  A core group was identified and meetings are taking place monthly.  Players include Haralson County, Banks County, Walker County, The Walker School and Pearson.

II. KEY CONCERNS:  Public awareness and understanding of this type of report card.  

· 2-5 year transition period expected

· Many policy decisions to be made by districts that utilize the report cards

· Extensive parental education

· Public buy-in will be imperative for it to be successful

BENEFIT:  If the standards are made Historical for students in PS, true progression and trends can be tracked using the detailed benchmarks.

III. FOR OUR DISTRICT :  A consensus that KK is a progressive learning process for both students and parents and therefore all elements should be included on the report card.  

Grades 1-5 report cards will not need to show each of the elements of a standard, but only the grade for the Level 4 element, which is derived from the average of all of the level 5 benchmarks.

NOTE:  Setup for Standards requires Administrative access to PowerSchool.

IV. CONVERSION SCALES:  Must be created before importing standards:  

Suggested for KK (from GKIDS):

[GKIDS:  Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills ]

Not assessed at this time  *

Emerging        

E

Progressing

P

Meeting Standards
M

Exceeds Standards
Ex

Other Elementary grade levels would use all but the *.

V. STANDARDS:  Understanding the hierarchy and a glimpse at importing.
· Fields to import

VI. POWERSCHOOL:  How they appear through the student screen
VII. TEACHERS:  How they view the standards
VIII. THE REPORT CARD:  A work in progress
IX. DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS

