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Sharing Data
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Elberton, GA
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Granite
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Guidestones
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Arrowhead Pointe at Lake Richard B. Russell State Park
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Data Transfer Methods

ÅHand Entry

ÅQuick Import ïQuick Export

ÅFile transfer ïAutoComm and AutoSend

ÅODBC - PowerViews

ÅSIF ïPowerSchool SIF Agent

File Transfer

ÅUses text files

ÅA temporary file is created somewhere 

ÅOne system creates a file

ÅThe other system uses that file
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File Transfer (contôd)

ÅEach row of the file represents one record

ÅEach row is divided into ñcolumnsò

ÅEach ñcolumnò is separated by a delimiter, 

unless it is Fixed Width

Think of it like a spreadsheet
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File Transfer (contôd)

ÅYou must tell the systems what fields go 

where

ÅYou must tell the system which field is the 

Key or Unique ID field ïthis is the field 

which uniquely identifies the record

AutoComm and AutoSend

ÅAutoSend exports data out of PowerSchool

Creates a file

ÅAutoComm imports data into PowerSchool

Reads a file

ÅEverything else is basically the same
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Available Tables

ÅStudents

ÅTeachers

ÅAttendance(Daily, Interval, Meeting, and Time)

ÅCourses

ÅSections

ÅStudent Schedules

Only Available at School Level

Path or FTP

ÅTo move the file from one machine to the 

other you can use Path or FTP

ÅPath implies the use of the Windows (SMB 

ïServer Message Block) protocol.

ÅFTP stands for File Transfer Protocol ïThis 

is and internet standard for sharing files.
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Path

ÅFrom the PowerSchool serverôs point of view
C:\ means the serverôs drive not yours

ÅCan use mapped drive letters or UNC (Universal 
Naming Convention) names 
(E:\foldername\filename.txt or 
\\servername\foldername\filename.txt)

ÅCan store file locally or on remote machine

ÅMust have permissions on remote machine or 
remote machine must have permissions on 
PowerSchool server

FTP

ÅCheck ñUse FTPò box

ÅCheck ñUse passive modeò box

ÅñHost nameò is address of remote serverCould 

be an IP address

ÅñAccount nameò and ñPasswordò is the login 

information  (permissions)

ÅType 10 into the ñTimeout in secondsò box

ÅSelect ñASCIIò as the ñTransfer methodò

ÅPut a file name in the ñPathò field

file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
file:\\servername\foldername\filename.txt
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FTP Problems

If you have problems 

ÅUncheck ñPassive modeò

ÅChange ñASCIIò to ñBinaryò

ÅUse a larger number for ñTimeoutò value

Other Settings

ÅField and Record Delimiters are determined by the 

needs of the other system

ÅOnly Tab and Comma are available delimiters

ÅSort order only determines where this record 

appears on list

ÅNumber of Records and Upload Type not very 

useful

ÅAttendance Specific Settings only used when 

exporting attendance
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Fields to Export

ÅField names are in relation to what you 

selected for Data to Send

ÅE.g. If using Students table ïlastfirst

ÅE.g. If using Attendance table ï[01]lastfirst

ÅAttendance fields do not auto populate

ÅFind field names for other tables from DDE, 

or ?ac=structure or Data Dictionaries

ÅSchedule table is CC

AutoComm

ÅBasically the same as AutoSend but in the 

other direction

ÅBefore setting up an AutoComm record, 

create an AutoSend record ïthen test to see 

if the output is what you expect.
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Other Settings - AutoComm

ÅDo Not Use Synchronize Mode (it will 

delete records that do not match)

ÅProbably want ñUpdate existing recordsò 

checked

ÅFirst Record is Number of Records ïnot 

likely to be used

SemsTracker
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SemsTracker

SemsTracker
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Lunchbox

Lunchbox


